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Fisheries Research Institute   
Kavala  

Institute of Animal Husbandry Science  
Giannitsa, Moudania Chalkidiki  

Institute of Veterinary Research  
Thermi Thessaloniki, Asomatoi Rethymnos 

Institute of Technology of Agricultural 
Products   
Athens, Ioannina 

Agricultural Economics Research Institute  
Athens 

Institute of Plant Breeding  
and Genetic Resources  
Thermi Thessaloniki, Naousa,  
Vardates Lamia, Drama, Kroussia Kilkis 

Institute of Olive Tree,  
Subtropical Crops and Viticulture 
Chania, Iraklio, Athens, Kalamata, Lesvos  

Institute of Industrial and Forage Crops 
Larisa, Volos, Karditsa, Patra 

Soil and Water Resources Institute  
Thermi Thessaloniki, Sindos, Athens 

Forest Research Institute  
Vasilika Thessaloniki 

Institute of Mediterranean  
Forest Ecosystems  
Athens 

 THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE DIRECTORATE 
GENERAL FOR AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH

TODAY
ELGO-DIMITRA the leader of applied Agricultural Research in Greece 

138 research contracts with the private sector 
39 active contracts with 18 seed producing companies

ELGO-DIMITRA: AN OUTREACHING RESEARCH ORGANIZATION 
CONNECTIVITY WITH PRODUCTION / ECONOMY

11 Research Institutes           25 research units 

484 running projects         2.500 publications in the last 3 years (2020-2022)

182 researchers  
250 highly qualified contracted personnel 

70 specialized scientific staff 
130 technical and administrative staff

55 European and international projects  
150 EU-National co-funded projects  

159 privately negotiated projects  
120 projects from the Rural  
Development Program (RDP, Action 16)  

HUMAN POTENTIAL

484 PROJECTS IN 2023, OF 49.328.000€ TOTAL BUDGET 

CONNECTIVITY WITH/SUPPORT OF THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR  
AND NATIONAL-REGIONAL AUTHORITIES

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONS 
55 European and international funded projects 
6 MOU with international academic foundations 
500 collaborators from 56 countries

SUPPORT OF NATIONAL AND EUROPEAN POLICIES 
Special Program of agricultural research for the creation of new varieties of plant 
species, Funded by the Minister of Rural Development and Food 
National Fisheries Data Collection Program,  in accordance to the EU  
Regulation 508/2014 
National Monitoring Network of the quantitative and qualitative status of  
surface water and groundwater, in accordance to  the Water Framework Directive 
(2000/60/EC)  
Monitoring and recording the environmental conditions in the maritime  
sub-regions of Greece 
Survey of invasive organisms of phytosanitary importance 
Systematic and intensive monitoring of the health of the forests of Greece  
within the framework of the international organization ICP FORESTS

Researchers lead 42 RDP-Action 16 projects and participate in  
an additional 78 projects 
25 projects financed by regions/municipalities/ 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food 
46.000 analyses per year in the 12 accredited and other laboratories  
of the Organization 
8 MOU with agencies of the agricultural sector
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The great challenges. The early years of Agricultural Research:            the forerunners of today's Institutes
The Institutes of ELGO- DIMITRA have been conducting 
outward-looking interdisciplinary research, generating knowledge  
and supporting the agri-food sector for more than 100 years
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A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE AND MILESTONESIDENTITY

Establishment of 
Central Agricultural 

Chemistry 
Laboratory, Athens. 

A branch of it 
evolved into the 
Institute of Soil 

Science of Athens

Soil Institute  
of Thessaloniki.

Fruit Trees Station  
of Naoussa

Olive  
Institute,  

Corfu

Land  
Reclamation  

Station, Sindos, 
Thessaloniki.   

Forestry  
Research  
Station of 

Macedonia-
Thrace, in 

Thessaloniki

Organization of Agricultural 
Research in 5 "Agricultural  

Research Centers" of national 
distribution with 22 Institutes, 
24 Regional Stations and 17 

specialized Departments

Founding  
of the Greek 
Gene Bank

Establishment of the National  
List of Varieties. Up to date,  
> 300 varieties & hybrids,  
research products of the  

ELGO-DIMITRA's Institutes,  
have been registered.

Institute of Land 
Mapping and 

Classification of 
Larissa

Organized tree  
and vine  

collections Implementation  
of the "study and 
improvement of 
Mediterranean 
sheep breeds",  

a FAO Sub-Network 
project

National Agricultural Research  
Foundation (NAGREF) supervised 

 by the Ministry of Agriculture.   
All Institutes and Agricultural 

Research Stations of the Ministry of 
Agriculture were transferred to 

NAGREF  in 1990.

Institute of 
Agricultural and 

Sociological 
Research, Athens

The Fisheries Research 
Institute in Kavala 

becomes operational

Veterinary 
Research 
Institute, 

Thessaloniki

Implementation of the  
DIMITRA '95 program,  

for the creation of domestic 
know-how to support  

agricultural production

Apiculture  
Institute,  

Moudania,  
Halkidiki

Establishment  
of ELGO-DIMITRA

Implementation of 250  
"AgroETAK" projects:  

Development of innovative  
methods of agricultural produce 

production and/or management of 
natural resources

Inauguration of 3  
state-of-the-art Olive Oil  

Quality Laboratories, Chania - 
Kalamata - Mytilini 

Development of  
infrastructure for the  

production of certified  
propagating material  
for trees and vines 

Recruitment  
of 100 new  
researchers.

Relocation and  
inauguration of a new  
building for the Greek  
Gene Bank in Thermi,  

Thessaloniki.

Modernization  
and creation of new  

laboratories that support 
many areas of  

cutting-edge research  

The Veterinary Research 
Institute becomes a  
European Reference 

Center for Ruminant and 
Equine Welfare.   
(EURCAW label)

Technology Transfer  
Office at  

ELGO-DIMITRA.

Law 5035, for the organization and operation 
of ELGO-DIMITRA. The Agricultural Research 

Committee is defined as a central body  
for the implementation of the Organization's 

research objectives. 

Agricultural and Livestock  
Station of Ioannina.  

In the following years, stations  
are established at Serres,  
Halkidiki and Asomatoi,  

Rethymnon.

Phytopathological Station,  
of Chania. Eight years later,  
3 additional plant pathology 

stations are established in Volos, 
Heraklion and Patras

Specialized Plant 
Improvement Station,  

Larissa. In 1933, it evolved 
and was renamed   

"Forage Plants and Legumes 
Research Station"   

with Dimitrios Panou  
as its first Director.

Transfer of the Special  
Plant Breeding Station to 

Thessaloniki, forerunner of 
the Cereal Institute founded 

in 1961. Ioannis Papadakis 
was its first Director.

Forestry Research 
Office, Athens

Tobacco Institute  
of Drama, a series  
of substations are  

established in the next 
30 years in 6 more  

cities.

Cotton Institute,  
Sindos Thessaloniki, 
first Director Vasilios 

Christidis.

Nut Trees  
Agricultural 

 Station,  
Vardates Lamia

Agricultural  
Technology  

Station, Athens

Center for  
zootechnical research 
Paralimni Giannitsa, 

later Livestock 
Production Station 

(1951)
Institute of Wine, 

Athens

Agricultural  
Machinery Testing  

Station, Athens

Central Nursery  
of Immune American  

Vines in Lykovrysi.  
Similar nurseries were  
establish in Naoussa  

and Messara the following 
years
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New era, new challenges 

1950

National self-sufficien-
cy in wheat produc-
tion, achieved with  
the variety C-38290 
or "Numero" develo-
ped by I. Papadakis. 
The variety represented  > 70 % 
of all wheat cultivated in   Greece 

Modernization of Agriculture. New Institutes and Organization of       Agricultural Research

1957

Greek Gene Bank:  
15.200 accessions,  from  130 genera 
and 280 plant species

1150 varieties of 
33 tree species

25 forest species

30 native macroalgae 
species/strains

3 sheep  
breeds

2 races  
of bees

950 varieties of plant species 
in the National Catalogs

1.000 strains of  
microorganisms associated 
with food and the  
environment

750 vine varieties 

1.300 accessions  
of aromatic and  
medicinal plants

ELGO-DIMITRA  
THE GUARDIAN OF  
GENETIC RESOURCES 
FOR AGRICULTURE  
AND FOOD

Agriculture,   
Livestock & Fishing
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